Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 KUALA 03262 210337Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-00 DODE-00 EB-08 DOE-15 H-01 INR-10 INT-05 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 ICA-11 OES-07 
SP-02 SS-15 STR-07 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 AGRE-00 /128 W 

117277 220329Z/73 

R210122Z APR78 

FM AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3595 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY lAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
/AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 1563 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KUALA LUMPUR 3262 

E.0.11652:N/A 
TAGS: ECON, ENRG, MY 

SUBJECT: ENERGY INITIATIVES FOR VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT 
TO THE ASEAN AREA 
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1 . WHILE WE RECOGNIZE AND SUPPORT THE IMPORTANCE 
OF DEVELOPING NON-CONVENTIONAL SOURCES OF ENERGY 
IN THE ASEAN REGION, WE DO NOT NECESSARILY FEEL 
THAT THE ASEAN GOVERNMENTS WOULD ALL WELCOME A 
U.S. SUPPORTED CENTER DESCRIBED IN 
REETEL AS A PRINCIPAL FORM OF U.S. ASSISTANCE TO 
ASEAN. MALAYSIA, AS WELL AS MOST OTHER ASEAN 
MEMBERS, RECOGNIZES THE NEED EOR THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF NON-CONVENTIONAL ENERGY SOURCES AND IS DOING 
SOME MODEST WORK IN THE USES OF SOLAR ENERGY BUT 
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HAS DONE SO MORE AS A TRAINING EXERCISE FOR UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS AND TESTING EXISTING TECHNOLOGY THAN ANYTHING 
ELSE. MALAYSIA, ASMOST OTHER DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, CON- 
TINUES TO RELY ON THE MORE ADVANCED COUNTRIES TO PRO- 
VIDE HER TECHNOLOGY WHICH SHE WILL THEN TRY TO MODIFY TO 
HER OWN NEEDS RATHER THAN TRYING TO REDISCOVER THE WHEEL. 
IN THIS AREA BANGKOK'S COMMENTS ON A "CLEARING HOUSE" OF 
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INFORMATION MAY BE OF GREAT VALUE. 

2. IN OUR OPINION, MALAYSIA WITH ITS PETROLEUM AND 
NATURAL GAS DEPOSITS WOULD BE EAR LESS INTERESTED 

IN A REGIONAL CENTER ON NON-CONVENTIONAL ENERGY SOURCES THAN 
THOSE COUNTRIES OE THE REGION THAT ARE FORCED TO IMPORT 
THEIR ENERGY NEEDS. MALAYSIA IS INTERESTED IN CONSERVING 
HER PRECIOUS HYDROCARBON RESERVES, OF COURSE, BUT 
THIS INTEREST IS NOT OE A VERY HIGH PRIORITY AT THIS 
TIME. 

3. IN INITIAL TALKS WITH GOM OFEICIALS ON WHAT TYPE 
OE ASSISTANCE THE U.S. COULD PROVIDE ASEAN WE HAVE 
RECEIVED THE MOST ENTHUSIASTIC RESPONSE TO THE CONCEPT 
OF ASSISTING IN RESEARCH IN CROP DIVERSIEICATION OR OTHER 
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS AS MENTIONED IN THE U.S. REPLY TO ASEAN 
MEMORANDUM NO. 6. JAKARTA'S THOUGHTS ON THE SUCCESS OF IRRI 
ARE SHARED HERE AND WE FEEL THAT A RESEARCH CENTER THAT WOULD 
DEVOTE ITS EEEORTS TO CROP DIVERSIFICATION IN THE 

REGION WOULD BE EXCEPTIONALLY WELL RECEIVED BY ASEAN 
COUNTRIES OTHER THAN SINGAPORE. 

MILLER 
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